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aments of England, as to the 


Diſſenters, ever fince the Re- 


ſtoration, &c. 
My Lord, - 


HER E's not a Man in England, who wiſhes 
well to the Conſtitution in Church and 


an Opportunity to expreſs his Veneration 
of your Lordſhip, who has ſo eminently deſerv'd of 


atiable Avarice of not a few, have brought us, had 
ot your Lordſhip, and other Noble Patriots, been at 
all Times ready to Defend our Civil and Religious 
Rights againſt the Invaſions of Schiſm and Faction, 


thoſe who are Lovers of that Temper, and take it to 


look on your Lordſhip now as their ſureſt Hope, that 
by the Wiſdom and Juſtice of your Councils, the 
age and Cruelty of ill Men, will once more be con- 
ounded. ich 


If there have been no Deſigns to tadermine | 
our Efabliſhed Church, there have certainly been the 


moſt open Endeavours to diſcredit her, and load 
er with the Infamy of a ma Spirit of Perſecution ; 
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he Senſe of the Court and Parli- 


State, but he is on all Occaſions proud of 


both. Into what a Condition wou'd the Furious Zeal 
pf ſome Men, the Crafty Ambition of others, and the 


the Boldeſt and moſt Dangerous of our Enemies. But 
the Moderation With which your Lordſhip has acted as 
often as you have had a juſt Call to it, incourages 


be an Effect of the higheſt Prudence and Virtue, to 
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a Charge as unjuſt as it is ungrateful : There being 


no National Church in the World that has ſhewn ſuch 


aà Tenderneſs to thoſe that differ from Her, ſuch | 
Diſpoſition to comply in all Indifferent Matters, ant 
to part with many great Prerogatives in Complacen 


cy to the Weakneſs or Squeawiſſmeſs of other Meng 


Judgments. For the True Church of England is no 


more to be charg'd with the Rapine and Violence in 
King Charles and King James the Second's Reigns, 
than with the ' Cruelties in the Weſt, or the Out-ragt 
and Spoil of a later Rebellion. The Humanity of 
the Profeſſors of our Reformed Religion, wou'd doubt. 
leſs long e er this have reconcil'd all Unreaſonable 5. 
| paratiſts to ſo Pure and fo Holy a Communion, if 
ſame Intereſted and Deſigning Men had not, ever 
ſince the Reſtoration, rather endeavour'd to make 
the Terms of Conformity more difficult, than been 
willing to weaken the Separation by Charity and h;. 
dulgence. 'Tis well known that this Severity ex- 
tended it felf in formerReigns ſo far, as to deny Foreign 
Proteſtants Liberty of Conſcience in Harwich, Can- 
terbury, Maidſtone, Sandwich, 8c. wherein ſome fiery 
Ecoleſiaſticks not only tranlgreſs d the Laws of Na- 
ture, but of Nations, and the Sober and Religious Cler- 
gy always expreſs'd their Abhorrence of fuch Un- 
Warrantable Zeal. They have pity'd the Misfortune 
of Engliſhmen and Proteſtants ro have Scruples 
againſt our Primitive and Orthodox Church ; but 
never cou'd think of imitating that of Rowe 
in Condemning all without Her Pale both in this 
World and the next; Nor for Matters purely indifferent 
have they been willing to deprive their Neighbours of 
their Birth-rights, or exclude them the Privileges of 
good Subjects Far be it from me to argue on the 


wild Topick of Stipulation: and Compacts at the 


Revolution. Who were the Plenipotentiaries for the 
Church, and the Diſſenters? Where are there the leaſt 


a neu 
their 
ties at 
Subje 
neceſ 
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FT 1 
ſteps of a Treaty ?. But this is moſt certain, that 


in King James's Time the moſt Zealous of our 
Biſhops, even thoſe that ſuffer d for their mi- 


5 . 
ſtaken Loyalty, told that King in the Petition 


for which they were ſent to the Tower, What 
they did againſt his Declaration for Liberty of 
Conſcience, was not from any Want of Tenderneſs 


to Diſſenters, in relation to whom, they were wil- 


ling to come to ſuch a Temper as ſhou'd be thought 


fit, when the Matter ſhou'd be Conſider d and Set- 


tled in Parliament and Con vocation. Which Temper 


cou'd not be underſtood, to leave them under 
a newDiſgrace nor farther todiſtinguiſi chemfrom 


their Neighbours in the Injoyment of thoſeLiber- 
ties and Privileges to which methinks all Loyal 
Subjects ſhou'd have an equal Pretence than was 
neceſſary for the Churches Security and Honour, 


But as myOpinion is of no weight the this Caſe, fo 


L ſhall refer yourLordſkip to that of others, thePro- 
teſtation of the Lords Del imere, Stamford, North and 
Grey, Cheſter field, Whartcn, Lovelace and Vaughan a- 
gainſt Limiting Offices, by the Sacramental Teſt. 


They diſſented for theſe Reaſons, I. That an hearty 


Unicn among Proteſtants,vas a greater Security to the 
Church and State, than any Teſt that could be invented. 2. 


That an * to receive the Sacrament in Churches 


was nov a Teſt on the Proteſtants, rather than on the Pa- 
fiſts: and as long as it was ſo- there could not 
be that Hearty and Perfect Union among Prote- 
ftants, as bad always been wiſh d, and was at this time 
indiſpenſably neceſſary. And when a Clauſe was 


afterwards Brought into the Houſe, to qualifie the 


Diſſenters, by receiving the Sacrament in any 
Proteſtant Congregation, upon it's being 1 0 
The Earl of Oxford, the Lords Lovelace, II bar- 
ton, Mordant, Mountague, and Paget, diſſented for 
theſe Reaſons, 1. Becauſe it gives a great Part of 
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. | 
the Proteſtant Freemen of England, R caſon to complain 
of Inequalsty and Hard Uſage ; When they are excluded 
from Publick Employments by Law. And alſo be- 
cauſe it deprives the King and Kingdom of divers 
e Men fit and capable to ſerve the Publick in ſeveral 
Stations, and that for a meer Scruple of Conſcience, 
which can by no means render them ſuſpetted, much leſs 
diſaffected to the Government, 2. Becauſe his Majeſty, 
as the Common and Indulgent Father of his People, bav- 
ing Expreſt an Earneſt deſire of Liberty for Tender Con- 
ſciencies to his Proteſtant Subjects, and my Lords the 
Biſhops hawing divers of them profeſſed an Inclination 
to, and ound the Reaſonableneſs of ſuch a Chriſtian 
Temper, we apprehend it will raiſe a Suſpicion in ſome 
Mens minds of ſomething elſe than the care of Religion 
or the Publick, and different from a Deſign to heal our 
Breaches, when they find that by confining ſecular Em- 
ployments to Eccleſiaſtical Conformity, thoſe are ſhut 
ort from Civil Affairs, whoſe Doctrine and Worſhip 
may be Tolerated by eAuthority of Parliament; eſpeci- 
ally when without this Excluſive Rigour the Church is 
fecur'd in all her Privileges and Preferments. 3. Be- 
cauſe to ſet Marks of Diſtinction and Humiliation on 
any ſort of Men, who have uot render d themſelves 
fuſtly Suſpef7ed by the Government, as it is at all 
Times to be avoided by the Makers of Fuſt and Equi- 
table Laws, ſo may be particularly of ill Effect to the 
Reformed Intereſt at Home an Abroad, &. 4. Be- 
cauſe it carries the Edge of a Law (we know not by 
what Fate) upon Proteſtants and Friends to the Go- 
wernment, which was intended againſt Papiſts, to ex- 
clude them from Places of Truſt, as Men avowedly 
dangerous to our Government and Religion, &c. 
5. Becauſe Myſteries of Religion and Divine VWorſhiy 
are of Divine Original, and of a Nature wholly di- 
f inc from the Secular Affairs of Politick Societies, 
that they cannot be apply d to thoſe Ends, & c. 6. Be: 


cauſe 
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cauſe we cannot ſee bow it can conſiſt with the Law 


of God, common Equity, or the Right of any Free- 
born Subject, that any one be Puniſh'd without Crime. 
If it be a Crime not to take the Sacrament according 
to the Uſage of the Church of England, every One 
ought to be Puniſhed for it; which no Body affirms. 


no Crime toforbear. How far then Diſſenters have 
ſince deſerv'd to be roughly dealt with for their 


judge of, nor of the Force of the Reaſons of the 
Proteſting Lords. But it is doubtleſs the Opi- 
nion of this good Parliament, as it has been of all 
others, That every Thing ſhou'd be done to pro- 
mote Union among us: Which being the Ef- 
fect of Love, muſt be the Child of Perſuaſion, 
and not of Conſtraint. e | 


God forbid, My Lord, that ever we ſhould 


thorities in vindication of Liberty of Conſcience, 
which is confirm'd by the laſt Bill in Parliament. 


nour will allow, that ſuch Liberty is the Gift of 
God, who will be worſhip'd with the Vill, and 
accepts of nothing that comes by Compulſion: 


tempt violently .is to force it, ſeems to cut off 
have in this World. or even in the next ; where 


15 one of their ſublimeſt Joys. King Charles II. 
was pleaſ'd often to recommend to his Parlia- 
ment, That They would ſeriouſly think of ſome 


Courſe 


"1 
1 
| | 
=. 


Fit be no Crime, thoſe h are capable, and judged 
it for Imployments by the King, ought not to be puniſhed 
with a Law of Excluſion for not doing that which is 


Incroachments on the Church, I am not to 


have occaſion to uſe Arguments, or bring Au- 
Your Lordſhip and all Men of Wiſdom and Ho- 
wherefore to force Conſcience, and perhaps to 


Mankind from the greateſt Blefling they can 
the voluntary and grateful Worſhip of the Bleſt 
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can in bt « bertes Duin anil Colopoſue in the ny, 


© Minds of. his Proteſtant Sabjets, Now, my Lt Bill Þ 
Ts the way to that ow Compoſure by 1.5 ſchſells 
Words and ill Treatment, by Railing and I 5 
Anathema's? How far thoſe whowere 5 
for loading the laſt Bill with extravagant Nen L. 
Penalties, and ſhutting out Diſſenters from Ele- an I. 
Cions as well as Corporations, wou'd have puſhe pently 
their Severity is eaſy ro gueſs. Nor is it a little Ng 
remarkable that King Charles, who ſo often re- 3 
commended Moderation towards Diſſenters, did Lperfec 
on the 10th of February do it in the very Words en F. 
ne dene and on the zehn of l 
wing, in the Year 1667, put out a Procla- WM Conſe 
mation to proſecute them upon all the Penal © ity 
Lans then in being againit Popif and Nis een. Nd wo 
miſs ; rhis had no other Effect than to grazify Hie! 
che Pride of ſome furly Bigots, or che Extortion = 
of vexatious Courts. For there is no Inſtance hre al 
in Story, that any Severity ever -produc'd wbject 
the Ends for which it was deſign'd, except 3 
it went to extremity, by what wis ode . 
ſome and finiſhing as practis d by che Firſt o make 
Queen Mary and che refers French King, Hi 8 
r long 2 os it 1* 4 = [ I 

jeſty nor long after dectaring publickly, ina Nreſerv 


rotamation, It was evident b 

Te ad Experi D 
that there was very little Fruit of al Fonds ee = 
n _ 4 675 and frequent ways of Coercion that . E 

be had uſed for compoſing the | | 
matters of Religion Tal the unhappy Differences in ¶ not it 
25 | 1 Fn Eaſy v 
It cannot be doubted but that the long Parl. 2 
De dot e long Parlia- — 
ment, at the time Sir Edward Seymour, 5 choſen 1 5 1 
Speaker, were as jealous of the Safety and Pow- orte 
er of the Church as ever any Repreſentative can 3 
be; yet that very Aſſembly on February the fire] 
_ hs 2 14th. | Wy 


(9) 
wth. 1672, Reſolved Nemine Contradicente, That 
Bill be brought in for the Eaſe of his Majeſties 
$ubje:rs who are Diſſenters in Matters of Religion 
wm the Church of ngland : which having paſt 
the Lower Houſe was thrown out by the Upper; 
our Lordſhip knows for what Reaſon better 
han T can pretend to. Things miſcarry fre- 
mently when they are ill Tim'd, and an Indul- 
ence when Popery is to get by it is worſe than 
i Perſecution. It was this made Alderman Lowe 
perfect Diſſenter, and a City Member, declare 
won King Charles's Diſpenſing with the Laws 
gainſt Diſſenters: he nad rather be without Liberty 
f Conſcience than have it in a way that would prove 
derrimental to the Nation. It is probable their 
Lordſhips might be apprehenſive, that ſuch a 
dil would encourage the Court to attempt one 
br the Papiſts. Tho' that moit Honourable Houſe 
have always been tender of the Liberty of the. 
Nbject in all Caſes, yet they might ſuſpend 
tart Tenderneſs when the Common Enemy to 
that and our Religion, watch'd all opportunities 
o make their advantage by it. However the Com- 
mons in theſe times of Danger, cou'd not ima - 
fine any thing wou'd contribute more to the 
Preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion, tuan 
that Diſſenters be made Eaſy, I wiſh heartily 
he Late Act may be for their Eaſe, and that at 
he firſt View it may ſeem otherwiſe, -I doubt 
not it will be ſo in the End, and to make them 
Faſy was alway look'd upon as one of the Se- 
curitics of our Church againſt that of Rome. 
What of this kind was done by a Parliament, 
that lay under very odious Imputations muſt. 
proceed from very powerful Conviction, ſtronger 
than Affection and Intereſt, which is enough 
ſurely to convince us, vo whenever 9 | 
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(10) . 
the Diſſenters uneaſy we take the wrong metho 
to Secure our ſelves againſt Popery. The Noble 
Earl of Orrety, his Grace the Duke of Leeds the 
Sir Thomas Osborn, Biſhop Morley of Wincheſter 

dir Orlando Bridgman, Sir «Matthew Hales, an 
ſeveral other Great Men in K. Charles the IT; 
time, were earneſt for an Union between Con 
formiſts and Non-conformiſts, i» order, ſays : 
Reverend Dignitary of our Church, to their jojn 
vigorous Oppofing Popery. How muſt that Vigour b 
_ abated, If Animoſities are maintain d, and Sermon 
are full of Bitterneſs and Invectives to make thy 
Breach wider. For People that think themſelves il 
us d muſt have more Religion than we can allo 
them to throw off Nature, and return Friend 
ſhip for Hatred and Contempt. Dr. Stilling flex, 
late Biſhop of Worceſter, whoſe known Zeal fo 
our Ecclefiaſtical Conſtitution, makes his Autho- 
_ tity unqueſtionable, was ſo well ſatisfy d that the 
Differences with Diſſenters ſhou'd be rather Ac: 
commodated than Aggravated, that he did hi 

_ Endeavours to effect it, had ſeveral Meeting 
with the Chief Non-conformiſts to that Purpol: 
and with Dr. Tillotſon, fix d on a Draught d 
an Agreement in the Year 1674. But it ws 
then diſcountenanc'd by the King, and ſo cam: 
to ing. I mention this, my Lord, to ſhev 
how little the prevailing Humour among Cler 
gy-Men in our Times, agrees with the Charity 
and Wiſdom of that Reverend and Pious Prelate 
For it cannot enter into my Thoughts, that t 
be always rayling at People, will ever forwar! 
a Reconciliation, or that Matters will be ev 
_ Accommodated by Lordlineſs and Strife. Is it nt 
too plain, that thoſe who are againſt gentle and 
paſſive Methods, are acted by narrow Principle 
unworthy their moſt Holy Profeſſion, and 1 
5 | | | 160 
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T7373: 
hi gh Character they aſſume of a Celeſtial Embaſ- 
ſy? Do not they exalt themſelves much more 
on their Earthly Titles, and have not the Barnes 
and the Glebe been one of the moſt difficult 
Remors's in all Projects of Comprehenfion. I dare 
venture to engage, that if a Salve cou'd be found 
out for that Sore, the Wound wou'd ſoon be 
heal'd, and we ſhou'd all be of one Sound Body, 
I The Proteſtant Church of England, It being ' ri- 

diculous to imagine, that Diſleredces about No- 
thing cou'd be long ſupported, was it not for the 
Intereſt of ſome to keep out of the Church, 
and of more that they ſhou'd be kept out. A 
Truth that reflects hard on the Prieſthood on 
both Sides; but tis too evident, not to ſtrike 
every one that is impartial, And this has always 
given me a mcan Opinion of the Bigots of 
both. Men are never honeſtly Warm about 
Things that are Indifferent; there muſt be ſome- 
thing in the Matter, that renders what is not ſo of 
itſelf, to be otherwiſe of the greateſt” Conſe- 
quence, As are Power and Wealth, the Poſſeſ- 
fion of which is ſo Charming, that they will {till 
be too hard for the moſt valuable Reverſion that 
can be promis d them. I cou'd as ſoon reconcile 
the ralian War abont the Bucket to Reaſon, as 
the Contention of ſome Men in Church Matters. 
And tho' it mult be. allow'd, that the greater 
Deference is to be paid to a National Opinion, 
yet certainly there is ſomething due to that of 
Nature, to Charity and Liberty; Principles 
which never diſſervd any Cauſe ; and we have 
liv'd to ſee them as Uſeful to our own Church, 
as to thoſe that differ from us. How ill all 
Co-ercive and Unfriendly Methods have ſucceed- 

ed, will appear in the Hiſtory of the Long Par- 
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liament ſince the Reſtauration: For they who 


paſs d the Act of Conformity, the Corporation 


Act, and other Bills that were intended to bring 
in the Diſſenters by Conſtraint and Penalties, 


were the fame Aſſembly that afterwards was ſo 


willing to have them es: d. The ſame Houſe 
that Tank d hi Majeſty for Suppreſſing Conventicle,, 


and paſs d an Act to that purpoſe, were ſo ſoon 
_ convine'd of the Neceſſity of preſerving a good 


Correſpondence with  Diſſenters, that Three or 


Four Years after they themſelves paſsd a Pill in 


their Favour; which I have before mention, 


and which the Lords did not then think Seaſon- 


able. Thoſe very Commons, Mere, to uſe the 


Words of a Learned Orthodox Divine, for ſettling 


à mutual Forbearance, for the Foundation of a mutual 


Love, and at leaſt for ſo far Reconciling the Mem- 
bers of the Church and Diſſenters from it, that the) 
ſhou'd always have been ready to unite againſt the 


Common Enemy of the Reformation. The lame Au- 
_ thor, ſpeaking of the Perſecution of the Diſſen- 


ters in the latter endof theReign of King Charles II. 
when the Rage againſt them was at the height, 
obſerves, That the Party who acted moſt inſolent- 
ly in it, was ſet on and aſſiſted by the Papiſts, 
Tho now, ſays he, encouraged the ſevere Perſecution 
of Diſſenters, thereby to take off the Edge of the Laws 
from themſelves, and to divert the Zeal of the Mem- 


Vers of the Church of England againſt their Brethren 


in Separation from them, and ſo toirritate and alienate 
the Hearts of all Proteſtants from one another. It is 
true, my Lord, the Diſſenters are ſecure againſt 
any ſuch Perſecution in our Time, as well by the 
Gracious Diſpoſition of our Pious Queen, as the 
Indulgence of the Laws, But whether the Fury 
of ſome Men, both in the Pulpit and out of it, 
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1 
is likely to increaſe the mutua! Love that he re- 
commènds to us towards eur Proteſtant Brethren 


in Separation from us, Whether the Inſolence 
they are treated With in Sermons, Pamphlets, 


and Weekly Libels, do not irritate and alienate 


the Hearts of all Proteſtants one from another, I 


leave to your Lordſhip's Wiſe, Solid, and Impar- 


tial Judgment to determine: And whether there 


is not as great neceſſity of putting an End to the 


odious Invectives of Bigotted Declaimers and 
Mercenary Scriblers, in order to promote the de- 
fr'd Union againſt the Common Enemy of the Refor- 


porary Conformityofſome Intereſted Ditlentersto 
the Scandal of their own and the whole Proteſtant 
Religion. It is in our Memory, what Opinion the 
Houſe of Commons had of ſevere Proſecutions, 
That they ere grievous to the Subject, a weakning 
of the Proteſtant Intereſt, an Encourogement to Popery, 
and dangerous to the Peace of the Kingdom. The 
ſame Parliament in 80. paſsd a Toleration Bill, 
which being agreed to by both Houſes was ſto- 


len away from the Lords Table, which no Man 


durſt have done without the King's Command, 


or as the above-mention'd Reverend Authour 


Writes, without at leaſt his Privity and Connivance at 
it. The loſs of this Bill was complain d of in the next 


Parliament at Oxford, but without Satisfaction 


or Redreſs, and the Papiſts encourag d by their 


Favour at Court were leagu'd cloſely with their 


Confederates, who pretended to be of our Church 
for a vigorous Proſecution of Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
which the worthy Author I have conſulted on 
this occaſion, his Character in it giving Weight 
to what he ſays, repreſents as Court Artiſice to 
lapy the Church of England againſt the Diſſenters, 


and 


mation, as there was lately to prevent the Tem- 
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and enrage the Diſſenters againſt the Church of Eng- 


land, that they might not Unite and ſee their Com- 
mon Danger, but rather by deſtrozivng one another; 
migbt make Room for a third Party that lay behind 
the Curtain. Your Lordſhip may very well ad- 
mire, why I mention theſe Things, now. that 
there can be no Danger of ſuch Severities from 


the Temper both of Prince and Parliament. 


Why truly, My Lord, if there was no more from 
that of ſome Pretended Churchmen, theſe 


Reflections wou d be the moſt Impertinent you 


ever met with. But whoever is the leaſt con- 


verſant with the Preachings in the moſt Publick 
Places, with the common Talk of a certain Set 
of Men, who pretend to all the Merit of the 
8 of our Church; cannot but wiſh that there 


was ſome means us d to put a Stop to the Hu- 
mour that prevails amongſt the moſt forward of 
our Teachers, who think it the ſhorteſt way 
to Preferment, and feem willing enough at all ha. 
zards to play the Old Gaine, which brought us ſo 
near the brink of Deſtruction, Their Political 


Principles are form'd by thoſe of their Predecel- 


ſors in thoſe times of Perſecution, of whom thi 
Account is given by the Author to whom I ac. 


Knowledge my ſelf fo much in Debt. The Churi- 


men were in great Reputation with the King and bu 
Brother, not for the ſake of the Purity of their Faitb 
and Worſhip, nor indeed for their Lega! Eſtabliſhment, 
but purely for the Diſtinction of Loyalty, or of Adbe. 
Trance to the Intereſt of the Court; under tie Impuije 


of their Zeal, they carried the Principles of kh 2 


tive and Subjection to a much higher degree than 19ci/ 
PForefathers had ever thought of, er than they tbem. 
ſelves had ever Pratticed. Sermons and Diſcourſe 
were full of thoſe flaming Notions, &c, How ny 
VI | 5 ralle 


1 9 6 
rallel runs this Diſcription with what might be 
juſtly made of their Succeſfors at preſent, and 
ſince the former carry'd their Rage ſo far as 


Friſons, Plunderings, and Baniſhment, may we not 


reafonably conclude, that the Latter are only 


reſtrain'd by the Piety and Juſtice of our Queen 

and Her Parliament, and that the ſame Princi- 
ples wou'd produce the fame Practices were theſe 
Men once more let looſe, which methinks ſhould . 


deter every Body from giving them the leaſt 
| Encouragement or Countenancing in anywiſe 
| the Opinions that were then ſo miſchevious both 
to our Ecclefiaſtical and Civil Conſtitutions. 


It cannot be ſuppos'd that K. Fames's Parlia- 
ment had much Complacency for the Diſſenters ; 


had paſt ſeveral Acts againſt them which were 
full in Force; as alſo ſome made againſt the 
Papiſts, and turn'd upon them, yet when the 


King to put the Laws in Execution, the Houſe 
| difagreed with the Committee, and that Vote 
paſt there in the Negative. So far were they 
from being deſirous of New Laws againſt our 
Proteſtant Brethren, that their Negative was a 
fort of Declaration for the Suſpenſion of the 
Old ones. It is. the Obſervation of an Eminent 

| Hiltorian, that if the Houſe had fallen in with 
che Vote for perſecuting Diſſenters, the King 
wou'd have preferr d that before his following 

'| Indulgence of them, which tho' I take to be 
-| Grimace, and intended only to affront the 
Laus and introduce Popery , yet I cannot for 
all that think that Prince's Arguments for Liber- 
Jof Conſcience of leſs Force; Truth being the 
lame, 


however tho King Charless Long Parliament 


Committee of Religion Voted an Addreſs to the 


eee eee eee i Alt EA 7 A eee e 


woe ft — 
. 


A ü na, ES OR PORT 
2 * 0 


2 "I. 2 
nd hs 


SE mr a 


ECC 


— _—_ C 
„bp ²˙ A R ade 


„L r 


0 
— oe. *. N - N D „ 
* . 2.2 Pt...” . £ 2 8 W 2 be * 7 8 ane 2 


Sica; e 295, 


on” Ae 


e 
. 


6 
ſame, let it come from whom, or on what ac- 
count it will, Perhaps too a Confeſſion from the 
Mouth of an Enemy weighs more than an AC. 


ſertion from that of a Friend: K. James, there- 
fore told his Privy Council; He had obſerved, 


| that although an Uniformity in Religious Worſhip had 


been endeavour d to be eſtabliſhed within this King- 
dom in the Succeſive Reigns of four of his Predete(- 
ſors aſſiſted by their reſpettive Parliaments, yet it 


bad prov d altogether ineff:#ual. That the Reſtraint 
upon the Conſciences of Diſſenters, in order thereunto 


had been very prejudicial to the Nation. That the 
many Penal Laws made againſt them, had rather 
increaſed than leſſen d the Number of them + And 
that nothing cou d more conduce to the Peace and 
Quiet of this Kingdom, and the Increaſe of the Num- 
ber as well as of the Trade of his Subjects, than an 


 Intire Liberty of Conſcience, it having always been 


his Opinion as moſt ſuitable to the Principles of Chri- 
ſtianity ; That no Man ſhould be perſecuted for Con- 


ſeience ſake : for he thought Conſcience cou d not be 
Forced, and that it never cou d be the true Intereſt of 
4 King of England to endeavour it. This he ex- 


plain d further and Enlarg'd upon in his Declaf 


ration of Indulgence. What were the Effects o- 


His Clemency is ſo well known, that it wou d 


be ſuperfluous to repeat it; only I cannot help 
taking notice of the Diſpoſition it brought 


Churchmen to of Union with thoſe they had 
perſecuted. But whether the Marqueſs of Halifax 


Prophecyd well in an anonymous Letter pub- 
Uſh'd by him may be eaſily determin'd from the 


Tendency of ſome Men now to act otherwiſe: 
and the Steps they take towards it. The Mar- 


queſs ſpeaking of the Church Party aſſures the 
World; That all their former Havghtineſs towards 


Diſſenter' 


(17) 
Diſſenters was for ever extinguiſhed, And pray, 
110 Lord, obſerve how weak the Security 5 85 
the greateſt Men, when they promiſe for Per- 
ſons of a certain Profeſſion; That the Spirit of 
Perſecution was turn'd into a Spirit of Peace, Cha- 
rij aad Condeſcention ; that the Church of England 
was convinced of its Error in being ſevere to them ; 
that all thinking Men were come to a general Agree- 
ment, no more to cut our ſelves off from the Prote- 


Feants abroad, but rather to enlarge the Foundations up- 


on which we are to build our Defences againſt the 
Common Enemy. Where then 15 this Spirit of Peace, 
Charity and Condeſcenſiun. How are the Fonnda- 
tions enlarged on which our Defences againſt Po- 
pery are to be built? That Excellent Peer who 
mew Mankind as well as Man ever did, had not 
enough ſtudy'd thoſe that by virtue of their 
Function wou'd aſſume a Superiority over 
the reſt, and an Independency on all Govern- 
ment but their own. Happy indeed are theDiſ- 
ſenters in Her Majeſty's Juſtice and Goodneſs, and 
in the Laws, that are a Barrier againſt the haugh- 
ty perſecuting Spirit that has ſhewn itſelf lately 
with as much Inſolence as ever, and flam'd moſt 
in thoſe Places where Peace and Charity ſhou'd 
always be taught and practis'd. The Church at 
that Time wanted the Diſſenters, and one wou'd 
not have thought anyParty among us, wou'd have 
reviv'd the Style and Manners of thoſe Reigns 


that are ftain'd with the Blemiſh of Perſecution. 


My Lord Halifax addrefling himſelf to the Diſ- 
ſenters, in his Letter of Advice, very differently 


from ſome of our Modern Preachers, tells 


them, It would neither be Chriſtianity nor Prudence 


to Hazard the Publick Safety 2 by Deſire of Eaſe 
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(15) 
or Revenge, Let us do them the Juſtice to own 
that neither the Deſire of Eaſe nor Revenge cou'd 
incite them to leave the Church at the Revolu- 
tion! Who were more Hearty in that Good 
Cauſe ? Who more ready to aſſiſt even their Per- 
ſecutors, when they were perſecuted in their 
Turn. Eaſe it is true they have; but as to the 
Inlargement of their Foundations, which my Lord 
Marqueſs promis'd, what View have they of that, 
from the Spirit of thoſe Clergymen whoſe Frenzy 
is a Scandal to their Order? And to reftrain 
ſuch from Preaching Violence and Cruelty, is as 


much for the Glory of our Church, and the Tran- 


quillity of the Nation, as confining the Privile- 
ges of Engliſhmen to the Pale. This, my Lord, is 
all I aim at by troubling your Lordſhip with this 
Addreſs ; for I know my Duty as a good Sub- 
je&, and good Engliſhman, too well, not to ſub- 
mit intirely to all Laws when once they are made; 
and whatever I might think of them while they 
were in Debate when they have the laſt Sanction I 
ſhall never think of any thing but the moſt pro- 


found Obedience. However, I cannot help re- 


flecting on the Prejudice of a Party, who ſuffer 
any thing in their Adherenrs, and cannot bear 
the leaſt Offence in thoſe that differ from them. 
If they really intend the Peace of the Kingdom 
and the Eaſe of Her Majeſty's Subjects, ſurely 
the firſt ſtep towards it, wou'd be to ſilence the 


Clamours of thoſe that inflame the Minds of 


Men by their Spiritual Virulence, by their Miſ- 
repreſentation of their Brethren, and ſtigmatiz- 
ing them wich odious Names and Characters. 
There's not a Thinking Man in Britain, who does 
not know what they mean by Crying aloud, and 
{paring not. The only Text now in faſhion 4.44 
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them. But the Multitude are deluded by their 


falſe Zeal, and impos'd on by. their affected 


Warmth. Is not this to Pinion the Diſſenters, 
and leave their Enemies with their Weapons in 
their Hands. If the Spirit of Peace and Charity, 
reign'd, there had perhaps been no need of Acts 
to compel Conformity in any Cafe. The Puri- 


ty of our Church, the Excellence of her Conſti- 
tution wou'd invite all Men to ſubmit to her 


Doctrine and Diſcipline. But it is diſcouraging 
for Sober and Religious Men to be of the fame 
Communion with ſuch as call themſelves her 
only Sons, and are apparently very little a-kin 
1 either in their Morals or Charity. 
Ut 


ke this, my Lord, to be the greateſt Grie- 


trance to our Religion, and the greateſt Impedi- 


nent to Conformity, and if ſuch Principles both 


in Actions or Politicks ſhou'd be countenanc'd 


che deſireable Union among Britiſh Proteſtants, 


will be one of thoſe Bleflings for which we may 


pray for our lateſt Poſterity, but deſpair to ſee 
in this Age, or to leave it to the next. The 


Church, my Lord, has giventhe Law to her Op- 
ponents, and commanded Obedience on the Pain 
of forfeiting all Right to the Profits and Ho- 


nours of this World, which is not Hers. Let 


Her now give the Law to Her Children, and 


thoſe that pretend to that Honour. Let Her Com- 


mand them to ſet a bridle on their Tongues, and 
ive with, and ſpeak of, thoſe that have the Miſ- 
lortune not to Think as they do, as Friends 
Neighbours, and Chriſtians. There's hardly 

Sunday in the Year, but the /s and the Cam, all 
he great Cities and Towns, and even the obſcurer 
illages, are entertain'd with Declamations a- 


Rinſt Faction and Fanatiſciſm; as if the Diſ- 
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were in a Damnable Hereſy, and to be given 


over to the Civil Magittrate as Hereticks 
and Rebels. A Treatment they had little rea. 
ſon to expect from their Behaviour to the 
Church: ben, as ons of their Writers tells us, 
they had a fair. Opportunity for Rewengc, yet cou d 
they not think it a thing deſirable either as Men, or 


M Chriſtians, As to the Practice of Occaſional 


Conformity: If, 1 had been a Diſſenter I ſhow'd 
not have wanted a Law to reſtrain me from it; 


if I coud not Conform for Conſcience, I 


wou'd not have done it for Gain; and 
there is not an honeſt Diſſenter in Britain that 
can juſtify it to his Principle of Separation; and 
to put it out of their Power to betray their own 
Cauſe, is no great ſign of want of Friendſhip or 


Charity. But it is not this that will ſatisfy thoſe 


that have been loudeſt in the Cry for it. If now 
the Law has gratify d them in this Point, it 
does not leave them à liberty to Rail and Ana- 


thematize; to Blacken and Damn their Diſ- 


ſenting Neighbours, The Topicks they have 
been ſtudying theſe Seven Years will be of no 
uſe to them, and they will be cut off of what 
they have been taught to deal in, as the ſhort- 
eſt way to Preferment, for ſuch as have not 
Virtue nor Patience enough to riſe by Merit. 
T have only humbly to offer it to your Lordſhip, 
Whether this Licence is not as ſcandalous to 


Religion, and conſequently as dangerous to our 


Church as ever Oceaſional Conformity was; and 
whether the Pulpits of ſuch Preachefs ſhould 
not be Regulated, as well as 


ſome Cold and Indifferent Diſſenters? I wou'd 
not rake into ſo much Filth, as to mark out to 
your Lordſhip the many Examples of this Un 
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chriſtian Perſecuting Spirit, that may be pr 
duc d. The Charge will be preſently — 


8 
ed to, for it is ſo far from being n Diſgrace, that 


it is made the Glory of moſt of the New-c6mers 
from our Fountains af Learning; and is grown 
to ſuch a height, that I know of no Grievance 
that wants ſo much to be Redreſs'd; tho I 
doubt not, but any Attempt of this kind wow'd 
bring your Lordſhips of the Upper-Houſe, and 


the Members of the Lower, under the Scandal 
of Schiſm. For they tell us, That they are ac- 


countable to no Court but Heaven; and it is to 
be fear'd many of them make their Appeal thi- 
ther, not ſo much out of hope of Reward, as 
a doubt of Puniſhment. Of theſe Men, my Lord, 


Church of England, take this to themſelves, none 


part of them; Piety and Learning never being 


he Companions/ of Rage and Nonſenſe, which 


nake the Compoſition of the Furious Declama- 
ons we complain of; which tho they can ne- 
er have any Impreſſion on Men of Thought 
and Reaſon; yet they always affect the Un- 
t thinking Multitude, which will always Form the 
Iajority. „„ 7 
„Need I enter into the Detail of this Spiritual 
o Madneſs ; the two Triſh Incendiaries, are flagrant 


ſurely the beſt Methods to Confirm the Proteſtant 
Intereſt in that Kingdom. In this it wou'd be 


whoſe Infolence is increas'd by their Numbers, 
and are now. worthy the Animadyerſion of the 
WH. - 1 Legiſtature 


one cannot ſpeak too plain, nor will the Vene 
rable Body of the Learned, Pious Clergy of the 


of thoſe intended by © theſe Reflections being 


Inſtances of this Enormity.: The Impunity of the 
one, and the Incouragement of the other, are not 


endleſs to give Particulars of the Offenders 
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7 Legiſlature. How different, my Lord, is the 
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T6 BO( 
Temper of theſe Preachers from the general In 


clination of the Glergy when we were juſt de- 


lver'd from King James and Popery : How 
Hke to that, which got them the Favour of 
RS Charles and King James, when they were 
purſuing the Scent of Arbitrary Power; and 
that ſhou'd be. enough to alarm all thoſe who 
Love the preſent Eſtabliſhment in Church and 
State, and make us beware in time of thoſe 
Practices that once brought us ſo near the Brink 
of Ruin. FOOTE ee 
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